ATLANTIC REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S NETWORK

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
January 23, 2009

PLACE:
LPGA International Club

Social Time—11:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  The ARWN meeting was called to order by President Patty Teeters at 12:05 p.m.  Loretta Tuttle led the group in prayer and in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.

Guests:  Cherrie Guidry introduced Diane Hermann, who became a member; and Carol  Pratt introduced Barbara Stapleton, who will also be joining ARWN and the Conservative Book Club.

December General Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved by the Minutes Committee.  The minutes are posted on the ARWN Web site for anyone interested in reading them. 

Treasurer’s Report—Susan Knapp:  November 30 balance - $1,461.33; December 31 balance - $1,608.19.  The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit.  

Membership Report:  Patty Kerr is our new membership chair but is in the process of moving right now and could not attend the meeting.  We had 8 renewals in the past week.

President’s Report:  Patty Teeters thanked the membership for electing her as president of ARWN.  We have just gone through a very traumatic national election.  We cannot change that now, but we can be vigilant and let our elected republicans know they need to stand up for our values and beliefs.  The safety of our nation and the future of our children are at stake.  Billions of dollars were spent and we don’t know where it went.  We have a new Legislative chair, Melody Gebicki, who will be keeping us informed of the important issues in our state and country.  

Melody Gebicki reported that President Bush signed a new law on December 23, 2008 which affects retirees.  The provision waves the mandatory distribution of retirement funds.  Retirees are no longer required to withdraw funds from their retirement accounts.  On January 31 there is a grass roots campaign looking to place a cap on local government spending.  At the meeting on January 31 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., they will be looking for county captains.  Melody also gave a Web site for members to review:  www.YourDollarYourDecision.com
Tara O’Gorman presented a thank you gift to Teresa Apgar and wished her luck and success as commissioner on the West Volusia Hospital Authority.  Tara also reminded members who would like to be included in the membership directory for 2009 that the membership dues must be paid by March 1.

Conservative Book Club:  Carol Pratt reviewed the purpose of the club—promoting intelligent debate on education, science, religion, culture, politics, history, social issues, biography, and public policy.  Carol placed the list of books to be discussed for 2009 on each table and requested that we listen to talk radio and talk radio on the internet to find out what is really happening.
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Speaker:  Joe Stich, newly elected chairman of the Republican Executive Committee of Volusia County presented his ideas for the future.  There are five clubs that support the district.  The Executive Committee will be calling everyone to tell them about the club that is located in their district.  He is trying to get e-mail addresses to create a dialog between new people moving in and the club in their area.  On February 21 there will be a meeting in the new headquarters (747 Building on Ridgewood) to try to get everyone on the same page in Volusia County.  Mr. Stich asked for and answered questions from the group.  Melody Gebicki said we would like to know what the bills are before the vote.  She also requested that we call our senators to oppose Obama’s spending spree and call to vote NO on Tim Geitner as Secretary of the Treasury.

Announcements:  The membership tea will be in September.  The February Board Meeting will be held on Friday, February 6 at 10:30 a.m. at the Ormond Beach Library.  The February membership meeting will be on Friday, February 27 and the speaker will be John Robertson, Vice President at the Federal Reserve Bank in Atlanta.  He will be talking about what we will be doing in this disturbing economic climate.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tricia Elwyn, Recording Secretary

