ATLANTIC REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S NETWORK

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
March 27, 2009

PLACE:
LPGA International Club

Social Time—11:30 a.m. to 12:00.  The ARWN meeting was called to order by President Patty Teeters at 12:05 p.m.  Loretta Tuttle led the group in prayer and in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.

Guests:  Many guests were introduced from several tables.

February General Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved by three members present at the February and March meetings.  The minutes are posted on the ARWN Web site for anyone interested in reading them. 

Treasurer’s Report—Susan Knapp:  Balance on February 1, 2009 was, $2,218.44; February 28 balance - $2,900.30.  The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit. 

Tara O’Gorman announced we would be adding the Web sites of business sponsors to the ARWN Web site that link back to the business sites.  Tara also asked members to check their information in the Membership Directory to make sure it is correct. 

There was an announcement that Melody Gebicki’s father passed away this morning so members could express their sympathy.

Membership Report:  Patty Kerr stated that forms are available for anyone (guests) to become a part of the club.  To date we have 73 paid members.

President’s Report:  Patty Teeters announced that if a member brings 5 guests who become members, their membership would be paid for the next year.  Lloyd Marcus will be the speaker for our May meeting.  He has written a song and will be telling why people of color are republican.  Patty made an announcement about the change in bylaws that was placed on the tables.  The proposed change would change “Dues are payable on or before January 1 and delinquent after March 1” to “Dues are payable on Oct. 1 for the following year and will be delinquent after January 1.”  This change will be voted on at the April meeting.

Teresa of the Executive Committee said that everyone is excited about organizing a grass roots effort to inform people that we are upset about what is going on and to tell them the Republican Party will be doing something about it.  Joe Stich is planning to contact every republican voter in Volusia County by phone, e-mail, or in person.  The Executive Committee has two people from each club so that all groups will get lists of republicans in their area.  It will help to unite the group and will help candidates get elected in future elections.  Anyone who wants to volunteer time, please contact Patty and she will get in touch with the Executive Committee.

Conservative Book Club:  Carol Pratt was not present but an announcement was made that the April meeting will be held at Patty Teeter’s home.

Pat Terry requested that members purchase Mark Levin’s book, Liberty or Tyranny.
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Linda Kroeger introduced our speaker, Rudy Treml.  He introduced his assistant who announced that the East Volusia Fair Tax Meeting is held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month in Port Orange (this month on April 8) from 4:30 to 5:30.  Then Mr. Treml gave a very informative and passionate presentation on the Fair Tax.  He said that the fair tax movement in the United States is not a protest of taxes—it is a solution for this recession.  The main goal of the meetings all over Florida and other states is to educate people about the fair tax—it is fair, simple, and transparent.  You can know exactly what tax you are paying.  There is a bill in Congress:  HR25 and Senate Bill 296 introduced in January to remove all taxation on individuals and businesses; to move away from income tax and go to consumption tax—consumption vs. production.  There are so many restrictions now—the system that should be adopted should be the system of our founding fathers in 1787.

In 1895 the Supreme Court said an income tax was unconstitutional—eventually Congress passed a bill in 1909 with an income tax.  To get an income tax in the US they had to put in Amendment 16 in 1913.  It was only 30 words.  It says that our government can tax us at any rate that we will allow.  They convinced the people that the tax would only tax the rich.  The tax level was 1 percent; the top people were taxed at 7 percent.  In 1918 the top tax code was 77 percent; in 1944 FDR proposed that the top tax be 99 percent and Congress settled for 94 percent.  The people who made top dollars moved the money off shore.  President R. Reagan moved the tax rates down.  It is presently 10 percent and 35 percent now.  Congress can move it to any level—the only power we have is our right to vote on who represents us in Congress.

In 1913 the tax code was 3 pages long—Form 1040 with full instructions.  Today it has grown to 67,000 pages, over 9 million words and no one understands it.  Politicians use it to give money to friends and special projects.

Under the Fair Tax, taxes would be based on consumption, not production.  You would only pay taxes to the government when you consume new products and services.  If you buy something used, there is no tax.  Products would only be taxed one time.  Twenty-three percent for national consumption tax—it would bring in the same amount of money that the current tax code brings in.  With the Fair Tax, underground economies (illegal) would be taxed whenever they bought anything.  Offshore money would come back.  The Fair Tax would make the US the tax haven of the world.  Jobs and businesses would come back to the US.

One goal of the Fair Tax Plan is to encourage people to move from the lower class to the middle class.  By removing taxation, no one buying goods and services would pay any tax if they were only at the poverty level.  For the first time in American history we would untax the poor and the elderly!

On April 11, there will be a major rally for the Fair Tax in Jacksonville at the Landing.  On April 15, there will be a rally in South Carolina.

Questions followed and members were requested to pick up information on the tables and to go to FairTax.org for more information.
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Announcements:  The April Board Meeting will be held on Friday, April 3 at 10:30 a.m. at the Ormond Beach Library.  The April membership meeting will be on Friday, April 24 and the speaker will be Marshall Frank, author of Militant Islam in America.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tricia Elwyn, Recording Secretary

