ATLANTIC REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S NETWORK
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
November 21, 2008
PLACE:
LPGA International Club
Social Time—11:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  The ARWN meeting was called to order by President Teresa Apgar at 12:05 p.m.  Loretta Tuttle led the group in prayer and in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.
Guests:  Betty Miller, Judy Perrine, and Terri Civitarese.
October General Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved by the Minutes Committee.  President Apgar thanked the committee for their review.  The October minutes are posted on the ARWN Web site for anyone interested in reading them.  President Apgar asked for volunteers for reviewing the minutes of this meeting.  Volunteers to review November meeting minutes were:  Melody Gebicki, Annie Whitehead, and Carol Pratt.

Treasurer’s Report—Pat Terry:  September 30 balance - $1,543.59; October 31 balance - $1,616.05.  The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit.  Pat also talked about her recent cruise and the many republicans she met while on the cruise, and she suggested we go to Lucianne.com and subscribe to National Review to stay current on the news.
Membership Report—Patty Tetters:  We have one new member, Marie Richardson, and two renewals.  
President Teresa Apgar was elected by a 2 to 1 margin for the West Volusia Hospital Authority.  She is very excited to begin that role.  Teresa announced that today’s speaker will be Jim Coffield, Chairman of the Republican Executive Committee of Volusia County, and our December speaker will be Bob Apgar, Mayor of the City of DeLand.

Camille Esposito reported that the Nominating Committee after many, many phone calls, came to the conclusion that we do not have enough support from the members to continue on as a separate club.  She made a motion that we merge with Ormond Beach and Daytona Beach clubs.  She said we need to merge with a stronger group.  Her motion was seconded.  Teresa Apgar said that a review of our bylaws revealed there is no avenue for dissolving but according to parliamentary procedure, we need a motion for dissolution.  There was discussion about merging with Daytona or Ormond Beach clubs.  Jim Coffield said that which one members decided to join has a lot to do with where members live.  The Republican Party doesn’t want to lose members.  If we dissolve, he hopes we joint one of the other clubs.
President Apgar requested that we withdraw the merging motion and amend the motion to say we will dissolve as ARWN and hopefully we will join one of the other clubs.  The motion would need to be that we will dissolve (not that we merge) and we would need to vote on that motion at the December meeting.  There was discussion on refunding dues recently paid to our club and information was given about meeting places and times for Daytona Beach, Ormond Beach, and New Smyrna Beach clubs.  There was a motion made and seconded that members get a refund depending on the date joined.  Then there was a question from the members,  “What if we came up with a slate of officers?”  Teresa said the nominations would need to be made at this meeting.
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Speaker Jim Coffield, Chairman of RECVA, spoke about “Where do we go from here?”  We need to get in line behind the new Republican Committee, where we should have been over the last three months.  We need to give time and effort to make sure we have a strong party.  Mr. Coffield gave some of his background since moving to Florida and working as president of the New Smyrna Beach and Ormond Beach clubs and now as Chairman of RECVC.  He talked about what it would have taken to win in this past election and what we need to do in the future.  We lost this election because “there were more uninformed voters than in any other election.”  We need to pledge to give a certain amount of time each month and make a strong Republican Party again.
Conservative Book Club:  Carol Pratt said that the book club will continue to meet at La Crepe in Ormond Beach no matter what the outcome for ARWN.  They will not be meeting in December but will meet on the 3rd Thursday in January, 2009.  The book selection for January is Confessions of an Economic Hit Man by John Perkins.
President Apgar was handed a slate of proposed officers for 2009:

· President:  Patty Teeters

· 1st Vice President:  Tara O’Gorman

· 2nd Vice President:  Melody Gebicki

· 3rd Vice President:  Patty Kerr

· Recording Secretary:  Cherrie Guidry

· Corresponding Secretary:  Annie Whitehead

· Treasurer:  Susan Knapp

· Asst. Treasurer:  Letha Collins
She read the names and members showed their approval by clapping.  The names will appear in the December newsletter and we will need to vote at the December general meeting.
Peggy Thornton thanked members who held McCain signs on Election Day and gave each a gift certificate for her shop, Antiques One.

Announcements:  The December Board Meeting will be held on Friday, December 5 at 10:30 a.m. at the Ormond Beach Library.  The December membership meeting will be on Friday, December 19—speaker will be Mayor Bob Apgar.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tricia Elwyn, Recording Secretary

