ATLANTIC REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S NETWORK
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
October 24, 2008
PLACE:
LPGA International Club
Social Time—11:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  The ARWN meeting was called to order by President Teresa Apgar at 12:05 p.m.  Loretta Tuttle led the group in prayer and in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.
Guests:  Betty Miller, Terri Civitarese, Judy Perrine, Marie Richardson, and Republican State Committeeman Tom McGurn.
September General Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved by the Minutes Committee.  President Apgar thanked the committee for their review.  The September minutes are posted on the ARWN Web site for anyone interested in reading them.  President Apgar asked for volunteers for reviewing the minutes of this meeting.  Volunteers to review this meeting minutes were:  Melody Gebicki, Lucy Parr, and Laticia Hudson.

Treasurer’s Report—Pat Terry:  June 30 balance - $1,337.11; September 30 balance - $1,543.59.  The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit.
Membership Report—Patty Tetters:  We have four new members:  Lucy Parr, Liz Tawsley, Melody Gebicki, and Tom McGurn, a new Associate Member. 
President’s Report—Teresa Apgar repeated her challenge for each member to recruit five new members this year, and those who do will receive a beautiful Swarovski Crystal American Flag pin.  Comments were made about the McCain rally yesterday in Ormond Beach.  It was really exciting, wonderful and very well organized.  There were between 25 to 28 hundred people at the rally.
Conservative Book Club:  The book for the November 20 meeting at 12 noon in Le Crepe Restaurant will be America Alone – The End of the World as We Know It, by Mark Steyn.
President Apgar asked for nominations for the Nominating Committee for the 2009 slate of officers:  three members with only one from the Executive Board who will serve as Chairwoman, and two from the general membership.  Sherrie Guidry was nominated and accepted; Patty Teeters was nominated and accepted; and Laticia Hudson was nominated and accepted.  They will report their nominations for 2009 officers at the November meeting.
Program:  Camille Esposito reported that John Mica was going to be late to this meeting; however, Cheryl Moore, District Director for Congressman Tom Feeney, was here.  Cheryl immediately addressed the negative, incorrect ads that have been appearing showing Tom Feeney as corrupt.  Cheryl has been with Tom Feeney for 18 years, and this is the toughest election in all of that time.  Tom Feeney stands for less government, less taxes, and public responsibility and this has been his consistent stand all along.  The ads showing Tom Feeney as corrupt are presented by a company started with Hillary Clinton.  Tom had to miss this meeting because he was at the veterans’ hospital (the first veterans’ hospital built in 40 years—this hospital is in his district in southeast Orange City near the Beachline.  Veterans will have state of the art medical care and will have the youngest and brightest teaching staff.  
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Congressman John Mica arrived at 12:55 p.m.  He began by telling the group how important it is for Tom Feeney to get reelected.  We need to go back into our communities and present the facts.  John Mica has been in congress for 16 years.  He served 8 years under the Clinton Administration and the facts that are not being presented are that the seeds for this economic crisis were planted during the Clinton Administration.  The media and the Democrats are trying to whitewash this current economic downturn.  In the 1990’s when Clinton was president, he turned Fannie Mae (under the guise of affordable housing) into risky investment banking.  Franklin Reins was the budget director for Clinton and when he came in, the number of risky loans went up to 40 percent.  Subprime loans are given to people who are risky in paying back.  They continued increasing the amount of risky loans.  The largest subprime mortgage company was Countrywide.  Clinton’s secretary of Hud, Andrew Cuomo lowered the reserves required from 10 percent to 2 ½ percent.  Banks lobbied to get into speculative financing.  Few people could see this coming but Secretary Snow under Bush tried to stop it.  Congressman Chris Shay from CT and John Mica, FL, presented legislation to bring in some control.  In 2004 it passed the house but it was ignored again.  In the Senate every democrat voted against it and every republican voted for it.
Franklin Reins was taking preferred loans from Countrywide.  He got a million dollar loan.  They cooked the books to get bonuses, and he walked away with $100 million in a very short period of time.  Bush came 17 times to congress asking them to regulate Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac spend $178 million lobbying congress.  FM & FM spent lots of money to make sure they would not be regulated.  They don’t want a hearing before the election because it would bring out the real facts.  Their leaders took discounted mortgages, and they spent huge amounts of money on campaigns.  They gave the most to B. Obama and C. Dodd, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee.  They also received discounted mortgages from Countrywide.
We need to present the facts to people before Election Day—the media is NOT presenting the facts.
Announcements:  The November Board Meeting will be held on Friday, November 7 at 10:30 a.m. at the Ormond Beach Library.  The November membership meeting will be on Friday, November 21—speaker to be announced in the newsletter.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tricia Elwyn, Recording Secretary

