ATLANTIC REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S NETWORK
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
November 20, 2009
PLACE:
LPGA International Club
Social Time—11:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  The ARWN meeting was called to order by President Patty Teeters at 12:015 p.m.  Loretta Tuttle led the group in prayer and in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.
August General Meeting Minutes have been reviewed, accepted and posted on the ARWN Web site for anyone interested in reading them.
Tara O’Gorman reported on the nominating committee.  Board plans to stay on board.  They will be reelected and installed at the next team meeting.  Will be in effect January 1, 2010.
Treasurer’s/Membership Report—25 more members have paid their 2010 dues.  We have 131 members.  Shirley Friedenburg brought 11 new members.  She received her 2010 membership dues back as a reward, but then gave it back to the club as a “donation”.  Current balance is $3,398.65
. 
President’s Report—Patty Teeters announced the Chamber of Commerce Dinner on February 15, 2010 with Sarah Palin.  Would like to fill 1 or 2 tables with members.  The cost will be either $150 or $100 per seat.  Still working on the pricing, but taking reservations now.
The 2nd Vice President, Melody Gebicki is starting a “war room”.  It is an internet based “meetup” website to keep everyone informed on important notifications.
Legislative Report – Tricia Elwyn on Cap and Trade.  Scientists who are real climate scientists are not being able to speak, they are being silenced.  Trying to control radio, television, and internet.  We won’t be able to get the truth.  We need to stand up to make sure they don’t take our freedom away.

Program:  Patty Teeters introduced Dr. Teresa Valdes, Candidate for State Rep. district 28.  Cuban born American 1951 came to get an education and learned to love America.  Euphoria with tea parties is great she said.  People are starting to understand.  For too long we have relied on the check and balance system that no longer exists.  There is mismanaged resources of money spending.  These are the issues.  We have seen people rise and vent feelings.  Now we have to go to the next step and that is to be educated of government and how they are failing us.  If elected Valdes will have small town hall meetings with speakers to help educate.  It is time to make changes and strike a blow on November 2, 2010.  We must be prepared.  Leadership is influence.  Our country is depending on us!
Patty Teeters introduced Dr. Mark Rubin.  Only recently became politically involved.  What we are dealing with is not a Health Care Reform, it is a Hostile Takeover!  We will be come like Europe.  We have the best health care in the world and we need to keep it that way.  Dr. Rubin practiced in Italy for 8 years.  Also practiced military medicine.  In Europe the government system provides health care for “free”.  But in all actuality the money is being deducted from people’s paychecks.  32% of their paychecks is being taken out to pay for healthcare.  So clearly healthcare is not free.  It is the same concept as withholding income tax, nothing is free!  Rubin was in a private practice.  People would pay out of pocket for his services, along with sales tax and received no deduction.  People pay for private to avoid long waits and to receive better care.  Biggest request was to receive individualized healthcare and get informed.  In the U.S. there is a higher percentage of great doctors.  If we were to eliminate private practice, there would be no competition.  Doctors aren’t willing to do in Europe what we do here.  
The Torite Reform is a defensive medicine.  $100-178 billion is spent on healthcare.  People don’t save in Europe, the loser pays with no contingencies and there are no juries for malpractice.  If Obama gets his way Torite Reform will evolve because there will be no one left.  Basic right to healthcare, housing and food access are not free.  Everyone expects to pay for housing and food.

Some possible solutions would be for individuals to have separate healthcare savings accounts.  Catastrophic insurance is there for a reason.  This would keep costs low.  Like food coupons have healthcare coupons.  Money in the bank - $5,000 after a year.  Saved on your own.  Make health insurance more affordable.  Force competition which allows people to go across sate borders to buy health insurance.

If this passes the motivation for people to become doctors will change.  Quality of medical applicant will go down and become a downward spiral.  We will need more doctors but doctors won’t be able to afford to pay off medical school debt.  They will most likely be paid very low like $30-40,000 a year.  There will be government rationing.  Patients will only be able to receive 1 ultrasound per pregnancy no matter the risk.  Mammography U.S. prevention taskforce says that now a women’s first mammogram can not be before the age of 50 and every 2 years instead of annually.  1/6 of all breast cancers occur in ages 40-49 and is the leading cause of death to women in that age range.  It is a sad justification to save money.  Death rates will definitely go up.  There will be no compassion for patients, because there will be no time.  The doctors will have the mentality of having a 9-5 job if that is how they are getting paid.  They won’t care who is waiting, they will close their doors and go home.  The entitlement mentality is the biggest threat.  We need to take the word free out of entitlement.  People need to start taking responsibility for their own lives.  It is not by chance that the leaders of the free world come to the U.S. to get their healthcare.

Announcements:  The December Board Meeting will be held on Monday, November 30th  at 10:00 a.m. at Patty Teeters home.  The December membership meeting will be on Friday, December 18th —speaker will be Fred Costello
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Felmet, Recording Secretary

